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Subject: Monitoring of Press and Propaganda Broadcasts of Foreign Powers

Reference: (&) C.I,G. Directive No, 2 dated SONAIRIPESLG.

(b) §Zﬁ§f€§ s o Comivtes o [
dated 18 Marc .

1. The Problem:

a.qTRudBg e war, the Federal Communications Commission (Fce)
conducted a _ which monitored
press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign powers. The FCC was in process
of liquidating this agency when its functions were taken over by the War
Department on an interim basis ong3O\Pseember 19L5.

b. The product of the . was valuable to State Department,
to the intelligence agencies of the War and Navy Departments, to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and undoubtedly to other Departments and
agencies,

¢. The War Department has requested that a permanent disposition
of the functions of monitoring press and propaganda broadcasts of foreign
powers be determined since the interim arrangements w cease at the end
of the Fiscal Year 19L6.

2., Discussion:

2+ The funetion of monitoring press and propaganda broadcasts
of foreign powers is an overt means of obbtaining intelligence information
of use to the intelligence agencies of State, War and Navy Departments.

b. (1) The function of monitoring press and prapaganda broad-
casts of foreign powers was originally undertaken by -under the FCC
early in 1914 as a result of recommendations made by the Defense Com~

munications Board.
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(2) The -was organized functionally intoran office of the
Director which geve general supervision to the service; a Monitoring Divi-
reste gave gmacﬁgﬂ f ’ STATSPEC
sion responsible for melweup the monitoring schedule for all -
stations and of providing excerpts from programs monitored near Washington;
/I Publications Division responsible for preparing and issuing reports on
7 incomlng broadcasts for rapid distribution to goveranment agencies request-

ing them and for maintaining a central background file; an Administrative

Services Division responsible forgmimesspephing, collating, and distri-

STATSPEC /

(3) The War Department was igfloapepeiy December 1945 that

the FCC was in process of liquidating the The War Department

thereupon expanded its monitoring program to meet the %ggﬁ.@'ng from

this liquidation. The War Departmengﬁg Eid fM personnel,
E " G

effective 30 December 1945, and, all facilities, including those held
by lease or contract, were-acquired-by the War Department-on-loan 6% by
transfer, The War Department arranged for the renegotiation of outstand~
ing leases and contracts., It acquired by loargfixepfecilities and
equipment owned by FCC necessary to continued -operations.

¢+ The function of monitoring foreign press and propaganda
broadcasts should be continued since it is of value to the intelligence
agencies of War, State, and Navy. The necessary budget arrangements to

maintain this function should be made for the Fiscal Year 1947. The

War Department is the only agency now prepared to undertake this budget
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problem and it has included the necessary funds in its budget requirements.
de It appearsyphegpme present' organization carrying on the

former functions of the -u.nder War Department direction should be

liqﬁidated for the following reasonss

| elligence

o tmasnt@ reéorts are circulated
'ﬂaeely to amy organizations or persons requesting same, including foreign ) &r

ndin Bhat pavien ~Allogerar Artslin snniy ¢ ot B o) a m@a, j
agencies, fzts oroduct should be restricted o authorized intelln.ge qe X

agencies, ”ﬁ’swwwwg&mm We&mﬂes.
ﬁj Lowe anl ftbn %W
(2) %e personnel mﬂmg-ﬁn the organization, should~be ""'J
—-screened-for-security- prior-ito-being accepbed in. 4he. mw«ergmmm on '4)
mmw!? &
umrdeeiaking-thie-funedian. %s is essential sifice disclosure of the =
direction given to the activities of the organization will necessarily ,%

provide intelligence information to any foreign country.

e. Central direction of the activitja';:éof the organization is

¥

required., "is of use to State, War,

I sie] Navy, in vary:.ng deagé;'ees, Gentral direction mmm insure that

Wm«wﬁ
the specific needs of tmw.s are considered, This

direction cowkd be given by% committee composed of e—ci'm 6?’

2 coordinator from the Central Intelligence (?:-oup and members from ﬂ.—-2,
G-2, ORI, an%ﬁ » 7 ,ﬁ%&&w
£. 4 ﬁny omeé of the three Departments concerned could operate
this agency mﬁﬁx"elminary steps would be required before State
or Navy could undertake its operating, includings
(&) Provision for the necessary administration and supply.
(ﬁ« Transfer of the budget from War Department to the

operating Departmen‘bé"'@%»—ww @M*’M ,, wf‘“ K

(Q) Arrvangement for the necessary communication facilities
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! Screening of personnel r securlty puiises, M«M

Grry 4 W Aot
-State-@epantamnt‘”b‘p‘é‘?munahmgeﬁ ‘o “tﬂ're“* 'cmmmuame -of=the

SELipomof ugear‘éﬁ“‘%&”]:ﬁt‘“m”éé‘nﬁé . #Contimed operation by the War

STAT

Department would require screening of the personnel, siwes

,@4 oy ot Eisrindnn o GmTint Guileditlogemes
g+ Operation Cyvry 1 would require that the same
€)]

steps be taken as outlined in ;‘_'\above with particular emphasis on arrange-

; ments bein‘;g\ made for the necessary administration and supply.

3. It is concluded thats

2. The function of monitoring fore 'ﬁn press and propaga.nda
L

- C(’ p o i
broadcasts should be con‘b:.nue(liw Feh M‘r

b. The present organization fulfilllng this function under

. e dnsad ool
War Department direction should be llquldated the War Department el
CT & Hanerdaits -

should contlnue opera'blonal cgntrol during the 1iqu1dgb10n. Etie mar

¢ The Central Intell:.gence G?o‘{zp ou% take ove;? d:.rectlon
= Boneete, g

of this function, including the period of liquidation., This should be done

by provision for a committee with C.I.G. chairmanship, mémbership by
A-2, G-2, ORI, and ONI.

d. The Director of Central Intelligence should be responsible
for issuing the necessary directives to effect the liquidation.

es The Director of Central Intelligence should be responsible
for determining which funds, personnel and facilities are required by
the C.I.G. to continue the functions and for making the necessary
administrative arrangements for their transfer. He should be responsible
also for determining what additional facilities are required to be
continued by the State, War and Navy Departments (such as communication

facilities) and for making the necessary arrangements. In addition, he
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and operating the organization required to carry it on.

£. The War Department should take the necessary budgetary
action to carry‘out this progran,

L+ Recommendations:

It is recommended that:

a. The conclugions contained in paragraph 3 sbove be approved.

b, Each member of the Intelligence Advisory Board designate
a member of a committee for which the C.i\G. will furnish the cﬁm
and ivhose function will be to give direction to the function of monitoring
press and propagenda broadcasts of foreign powers.
c. The draft directive in enclosure A, implementing the

conclusions, be approved for submission to the N.I.A.
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2. Based on the recommendations contained in the report of this
Indepartmental Committee and on a thorough review of the problem, it is
considered that the operation of this function falls under the provisions
of sub~paragraph 3¢ of the President's Directive of 22 January 19L6: |
"Subject to the existing law, and to the direction and control of the
National Intelligence Authority, the Director of Central Intelligence
ghall % % % % % ¢, perform, for the benefit of said Intelligence
Agencies, such service of common concern as the National Intelligence
Authority determines can be more efficiently accomplished centrdlly.?

The enclosed draft directive was prepared as a means of providing for

this central direction under the C.I.G.

NI ;
SVIRS TR iil
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24 h. Operation of this agency appears therefore to come under

the provisions of sub-paragraph 3¢ of the President's Directive of
22 January 1946 which stated that: "Subject to the existing law, and to
the direction and control of the National Intelligence Authority, the
Director of Central Intelligence shall # * % » €. perform, for the
benefit of said intelligence Agencies, such services of common concern
as the National Intelligence Authority determines can be more efficiently
accomplished centrally.” I Contimed operation of this functia by the
War Department after liquidation of the existing organization is unde-
sirable since it would practically deny the liquidation and since it
would require militarization of the new organization with the attendant
delays., Operation by the State Department at this time is not considered
desirable, due to the fact that it would depend on the Office of Rewearch
and Intelligence continuing to be organized as a central intelligence

- facility, Operation by'the Navy is not considered desirable since
it appears to obtain less value from the performance of this function
than either of the other two interested‘ﬂepartments. It is therefore
believed that this operation can be more efficiently accomplished

centrally under the C.I.G.
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2. h. Operation of this agency appears therefore to come under
the provisions of sub—paragraphljg of the President's Directive of
22 January 19h6 which stated that: "Subject to the existing law, and to
the direction aﬁd control of the National Intelligence-Authorityg the
Director of Central Intelligence shall wsaaeixi® ¢, perform, for the
benefit of said Intelligence Agencies, such ser#icéﬁof common concern
as the National Intelligence Authority determines can be more efficiently

Gy P an bty

accomplished centrally." Continued operation of this function after

liquidation of the existing organization b oyl

undesirvablesginaewit would practically deny the liguidation. Operation

by the Stéte‘Department ét this time is not considered desirable, due to
the fact that itS?Inteliigence Agency is relatively new and in the process
of organization, Operation by the Navy is not considered desirable since
it appears X wxoms to obtain less value from the performance of this
function than either of the other two interested Departments. It is
therefore believed that this operation can be more effectively accomplished

centrally under the C.I.G.

=
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